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Details  

Language Portuguese 
Synopsis Menina Bonita do Laço de Fita (Pretty Girl with the 

ribbon) tells the story of a black girl and a white 
rabbit. The rabbit is enchanted with the girl and wants 
to know the secret as to how she got her beautiful 
dark skin. The girl does not know, but makes up 
different excuses, such as falling into a bucket of ink 
or eating lots of dark fruits. The rabbit tries these 
without success. Eventually, the girl’s mother tells the 
rabbit that her secret is her grandmother, who was 
very dark, and that the only way to have a black child 
is to find a very dark-skinned partner. The rabbit finds 
a partner, and they have a child. The girl becomes 
the baby rabbit’s godmother. 
Menina Bonita do Laço de Fita was first published in 
1986 and new editions of the text are regularly 
published. The book has been translated into English 
by Elena Iribarren with the title Nina Bonita. 

Author 
Information 

Ana Maria Machado, born in Rio de Janeiro in 1941, 
is one of the most famous living Brazilian children’s 
authors. She was awarded the Hans Christian 
Andersen Medal in 2000. She has produced around 
30 children’s books and more than 10 books for 
adults, some of which have been translated into 
English, Spanish, and many other languages. 

Publisher 
Information 

Edições Ática, São Paulo, Brazil 
ISBN: 9788508147595 

Where to Buy When using our resources, we always encourage you 
to buy a copy of the book. We advise contacting your 



local independent bookshop to see if they can order a 
copy or check whether it is available on bookshop.org. 
We also suggest trying Capitolina Books, an online 
bookshop selling Brazilian books. 

 

https://uk.bookshop.org/
https://www.capitolinabooks.com/
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